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Ivars C. Cintins 
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Responsive to connmunication(s) filed on • 

This action is FINAL. 

Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed 
in accordance with the practice Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 



A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 



month(s), or thirty days, whichever 



is longer, from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause the 
application to become abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 



Disposition of Claims 

X Claim(s) 1-5 



is/are pending in the application. 



Of the above, claim(s) 
Claim(s) 



X Clalm(s) 7 and 2 



X Claim(s) 3-5 
\ Claims 



is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

: See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

The proposed drawing correction, filed on is approved disapproved. 

The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
, ' The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

X Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). 

Ali □ Some* XNone of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 
X received. 

received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 

received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
^Certified copies not received: 



Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) 

Attachment{s) 

X Notice of References Cited, PTO'892 

X Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 5 
Interview Summary, PTO-413 

Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 
Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 
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The nuiTii:)ering cif the claims in this application is not in 
accordance with 37 CFR 1.126 because claim 4 is missing. 
Misnumbered claims S and 6 have been renumbered as claims 4 and 
5, respectively, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.126. Accordingly, 
this application now contains claims 1-5. 

Claims 3-5 are objected to under 37 C.FF. L. 75(c) as being in 
improper form because a multiple dependent claim must refer to 
C'ther claims in the alternative only (see claim 3, line 1). 
Claims 4 and 5 depend from claim 3, and therefore suffer 
similarly. Applicant is advised that claims 3-5 have not been 
further treated on the merits. See MPEF' § 608.01(n). 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 
U . S , C . 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description C'f the 
invention, and of the manner and process of making and using 
It, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable 
any person skilled m the art to which it pertains, or with 
which It is most nearly C'^nnected, to make and use the same 
and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor 
of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first 
paragraph, as containing subject matter which was not described 
in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in 
the art tC' which it pertains, or with whi'::h it is most nearly 
cc'nnected, tC' make and/or use the inventic-n. It is not readily 
apiparent what properties are require'i for a polymeric product to 
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be C'jnsidered ''macroplegmatic'' (claim 1, line 1; and claim 2, 
line 2) , AlS'D, it is not readily apparent what constitutes 
''sperial orosslinkmg treatment" (claim 1, line 2). 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 
U.S.C. 112: 



Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point 
out and distinctly claim the subject matter which Applicant 
regards as the invention. The terms ''macropl egmatic'' (claim 1, 
line 1; and claim 2, line 2), ''special crosslinking treatment'' 
(claim 1, line 2), and ""with 10^, 20v. and 40; styrene completely 
hydrc-genated to saturation" (claim 2, last two lines) are vague, 
and indefinite as to the limitations intended. 

The fC'llowmg is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made m this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -- 

(b) the invention was patented or described m a printed publication m 
rhis or a foreign country or m p'Ublic use or on sale m this country, more 
than one year prior to the date of application for patent m the United 



Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Gustafson (U.S. Patent No. 3,531,463) or Meitzner 



The specification shall conclU(ie with one or more claims 
particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject 
matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 



States . 
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[U.S. Patent No. 4,297,220). Each of the references discloses a 
method for producing a macroret icular crosslinked polymer product 
exhitiit ing a high affinity for organic substances (see col. 2, 
lines 25-28 and 36-37 of Gustafson; and col. 9, lines 34-35 of 
Meitzner et al); and, particularly in view of the indef ini teness 
ot the claims, this is all that appears zo be required by claims 



Whitcomb et al (U.S. Patent No. 5,468,536) discloses (see 

examt'le 25) a similar polymeric oil absorbent pr-jduct enclC'Sed m 

a polymeric net. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
c^'mmunicatiC'ns from the examiner should be directed to I. Cintins 
whose telephone number is (703) 308-3340 . The examiner can 
nc-rmally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 7:30 AM to 
6 : Ci 0 PM . 

The fax phone numb>ers for this art unit are: (703) 305-3599 
f'jr "Official" faxes after Final Rejection; (703 j 305-7716 for 
all other "Official" faxes; and (703) 305-3602 for "Draft" and 
other "Unofficial" faxes. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of 
this applicati(jn shC'Uld be directed to the Group receptionist 
whcse telephC'Ue numtier is (703) 308-0661. 



1 and 2 . 




Ivars C. Cintins 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1724 
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